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Nursing Alum Loses Battle With

ohn “Derrick” Couch, ’16 and 20,

dreamed of becoming a family nurse
practitioner (FNP), and on May 10 this
year, he made that dream a reality, gradu-
ating from Southern with his MSN degree
with an FNP emphasis. Tragically, not
long after completing his degree, Couch
contracted COVID-19. His wife, Karol,
took care of him at home for eight days
before he required hospitalization. For the
next 38 days, he fought the virus in the
hospital—most of the time on a ventilator.
On July 4, he passed away, leaving behind
his wife of 30 years; two sons, Bron and

Facing Loss

ollowing personal loss, a member of

Southern’s nursing community created
a network to connect those in similar
situations. Alison Tucker, ’11 and ’16, had
graduated from Southern with her AS and
BS nursing degrees and was continuing
her education in the School of Nursing,
earning her MSN/MBA.. However, last
year she had to take a temporary leave
from the program due to a complicated
pregnancy, which sadly resulted in her
son being stillborn in September 2019.

Florence Oliver
Anderson Lecture
Series POSTPONED

Due to circumstances surrounding
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Florence
Oliver Anderson Lecture Series with
special guest David Levy, MD, which
was planned for October 27, 2020,
will be postponed until October 2021.
Please watch for more information
next year.
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COVID-19

Chase; and many other loved ones.

His extended hospital stay left the
family with enormous medical expenses;
to help cover these costs, a GoFundMe*
account has been set up for the Couch
family: gf.me/u/yfi23u. Any contributions
would be greatly appreciated by the Couch
family.

*GoFundMe is independent of Southern
Adventist University.

Through her grief, she
created the organization
Calen’s Heart, which
is an outreach network
for bereaved families
following pregnancy,
infant, or child loss.
Through her website
and Facebook page,
Tucker offers resources and a platform
where those who have experienced similar
loss can share their personal stories. So

far, hundreds of bereaved women and
families have connected at facebook.com/
calansheart.

Update Your
Contact
iInformation

We are proud of our nursing
alumni and want to stay

connected with you. Take a
moment to let us know how

“Gray Matter s a rivec

8 P cumer
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G

; you are doing and update any

contact information by visiting
southern.edu/nursingalummn.




Creatlng Community ., «em aien

hroughout the school year, the School of Nursing strives
to create an atmosphere of community through various
social activities. The 2019-2020 year got off to a good
start with the department’s “Welcome Back” party. Nursing
faculty and staff enjoyed putting on a carnival themed event
that included popcorn, cotton candy, and a photo booth.
It was a great time to welcome back returning nursing
students while getting to know new nursing majors as well.

Additional School of Nursing and Nursing Club events
during the year included an off-campus vespers, a Sabbath
afternoon hike ending in an evening worship, free donuts

in the lobby, a fall festival, manning a medical tent at the
Sandy Erickson 5K run, the annual School of Nursing
Thanksgiving meal, decorating Florida Hospital Hall (now
AdventHealth Hall) for Christmas, and the annual Nursing
Club Pancake brunch.

As employees and students all headed different directions
at Spring Break, knowing that they would not all be back
together that semester due to the pandemic, the faculty
and staff committed to maintaining the sense of community.
They continued to reach out to the nursing students in
different ways to stay connected through Zoom and social
media. The entire department looks forward with much
anticipation to the return of nursing students in the falll

Welcome Back to School celebration in the School of Nursmg
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Blessing of the Hands ceremony held in the front foyer of AdventHealth Hall

Thanksgiving meal served by staff to students
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