Introduction

Students’ Views on
Police

* Generally, Black Americans report a greater mistrust

of police than White Americans do (Reinka, 2017).
Teenage and college students hold less positive
attitudes towards police than older citizens do
(Girgenti-Malone, 2017).

Hypothesis

+ Hypothesis 1: There will be a difference in
views on police as a function of gender.
Hypothesis 2: There will be a difference in
views on police as a function of ethnicity.

+ Hypothesis 3: There will be a difference in
views on police as a function of class

standing.
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Results

An independent samples T-test was conducted
to analyze the effect that gender had on views
on police.

+ One-way ANOVAs were conducted to compare
the effects that ethnicity and class standing
had on views on police.

+ There was no significant difference in views on

police as a result of all three variables.
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Methods

+ Participants were 38 students (17 male,
21 female)

+ Participants responded to a questionnaire

consisting of a demographic survey and

the Attitudes Towards Police Legitimacy

Scale (APLS).

Points of Interest

Discussion

* The results that gender, ethnicity and class
standing did not have an impact on views on
police could be beneficial to researchers
studying college students.
The small sample size could play a part in the
lack of variance.

Larger sample size could affect resulit.

The survey question with the highest average (higher level of agreement) was “I’m not afraid to call

the police when | need to” with a 5.1 average.

The survey question with the lowest average (lower level of agreement) was “Law enforcement

agencies hire the best people available” with a 3.2 average.
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