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President and First Lady
Connect With Students
As the new president and first
lady, Ken and Ann Shaw,
transition into their roles at
Southern, building connections
with students is one of their top
priorities. They fondly remember
their own days as students at
Southern and were glad to have
both of their children graduate
from Southern as well. 
  
“Students are the life blood of
the institution,” President Shaw said. “I love meeting as many of them personally as
possible, listening to their stories and how God is leading them.” 
  
The couple has enjoyed interactions with students before and after worship services,
during impromptu visits to the student center, and as they walk around campus.
Additionally, President Shaw has begun a new monthly initiative called Pop with the Prez,
where he hands out goodies at various locations across campus and visits with those
passing by.  
  

“I have the opportunity to give
students a treat, and in return, I
get to have some meaningful
conversations with them,” he
said.  
  
President Shaw also enjoyed
meeting many parents and
students during We-Haul while
he helped them move into the
residence halls, as well as on
the first day of school as he and

his vice presidents guided new students to their classes.  
  
During the first few weeks of the school year, Ann Shaw determined to hand out
homemade cookies to every student on campus. Over the course of several events, she
distributed more than 4,000 cookies in a variety of flavors, as well as gluten free and vegan
options. Additionally, she is carrying out a note-writing ministry, sending messages to
students and employees who are going through rough times. 
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“Making connections with students, faculty, and staff when things are not going well or
when they are struggling is a way that I hope to make a difference in people’s lives and
help them know that they are important,” she said. “I feel like God has blessed us, and we
need to bless others.” 

by Stefanie Green, junior public relations major

Check out the Bietz Center album on Flickr, here! 

We Want Your Feedback
Dear Parent,  

Thank you for continuing to invest your time in Panorama, where you can stay
updated on exciting events, stories, and updates here at Southern. 

Your thoughts and feedback are valuable! Email southernparents@southern.edu or
call 423.236.2581 with your comments or questions. I enjoy interacting with you and
providing relevant information throughout the year. 

Thank you for your support! 
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Madison Reinschmidt, junior mass communication major 
Panorama Editor
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