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“Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. She
saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place
where the body of Jesus had been lying. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked
her. “Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and | don’t know where they have
put him.” She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t
recognize him. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking
for?””

John 20:11-15 NLT

Who Are You Looking For?

Mary has gone to the tomb and is overcome with grief over the fact that her beloved Savior is
dead. Upon discovering His body is no longer in the tomb, her grief becomes hysteria - where
has His body been taken? | love the tenderness of the angels as they talk with her. And | love,
that all the while, Jesus is standing there.

But He’s unrecognizable to Mary. Why? Mary knew Jesus intimately. He had forgiven her sins
publically and set her free from the enslavement of guilt and shame. She had crashed a private
dinner party of the Pharisee’s in order to anoint Jesus in one of the most beautiful acts, for
which Jesus said she would be remembered throughout history. So why didn’t she recognize
Jesus here?

Did He look differently than He had before? Did the trauma and grief of His death cloud her
vision? Did pain and disappointment cause her to become short-sighted?

But then, Jesus speaks. “Dear woman,” he says so tenderly its almost a whisper, | imagine. This
adjective conveys the deep affection Jesus has for Mary. “Who are you looking for?” His
comedy surprises and amuses me. Why does Jesus ask this? Doesn’t He know who Mary is
looking for?

How about you? Has something happened in your past that has become some sort of
obstruction keeping you from being able to see Jesus? Or perhaps something more recent has
made you more earnest and desperate to see Him clearly again? Close your eyes for a moment
and just imagine Jesus standing next to you right now, tenderly whispering to your heart: “Who
are you looking for?”

It’s something we all carry deeply in our hearts as human beings intended to be in intimate
relationship with God, soon to be reunited when Jesus comes again in the clouds of glory. But
even as we wait, He’s standing right beside you today calling you by name just as He calls to
Mary here by the tomb. When He calls you today, what will be your response?

As you make the Main Thing, the main thing today may you be filled to overflowing with the
knowledge of how much God loves you!

Reflect



Stop. Pause. Take a deep breath. Talk to Jesus. What are you looking for? Where are
you looking for it?

Prayer Requests and Resources

- We continue to pray that Andy Baker and Karis McConnell and many others who have
recently lost a loved one may sense God’s comfort during their time of loss.

- Follow @ministryandmissions on Instagram for updates on events and programs as well
as encouraging messages and check out our website for many new resources.

- Talk with Chaplain Anna Bennett or Joseph Khabbaz if you need someone to pray with or
have a desire to grow spiritually.

Blessings
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